Attorney's Docket: 2000DE403/D/C 
Preliminary Amendment 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 .(Currently Amended) A water-soluble or water-swellable crosslinked copolymer 
consisting essentially of 

a1 ) 1 to 50% by weight of the a repeating structural unit of the formula (1 ) 



where n is an integer from 2 to 9, 
or 

a2) 1 to 50% by weight of a mixture of the repeating structural unit of the formula 
(1 ) and of the a_repeating structural unit of the formula (2) 



where R, R 1 and R 2 may be identical or different and are hydrogen or a linear 
or branched alkyl or alkenyl group having in each case 1 to 30 , proforab l y 1 to 
20, i n part i cu l ar 1 to 12, carbon atoms and 
b) 49.99 to 98.99% by weight of the a repeating structural unit of the formula (3) 




(D 




(2) 
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-£ CH 2 - CR»]— 



(3) 



cf^ ^NH-Z-SOoX 



in which R 3 is hydrogen, methyl or ethyl, Z is (VCg-alkylene, n io an i ntogor 
from 2 to 0, and X is an a l ka li motal or a l kal i ne oarth m e tal ammonium ion, 
and 

c) 0.01 to 8% by weight of crosslinking structures resulting from a monomer 
monom e rs having at least two olefinic double bonds. 



2. (Currently Amended) The copolymer as claimed in claim 1 , consisting 
essentially of 2 to 30% by weight of tho ropoat i ng otructural un i t of tho formu l a 1 or a 
mixture of tho ropoating (structural un i te of tho formulao 1 and 2 component a1) or 
mixture a2) . 69.5 to 97.5% by weight of tho ropoat i ng structural un i t of tho formu l a 3 
component b) and 0.2 to 3% by weight of component c) oross l inking structur e s 
rosulting from monomers hav i ng at loast two olofinio doub l o bonds . 

3. (Currently Amended) The copolymer as claimed in claim 1 , consisting 
essentially of 3 to 1 5% by weight of tho ropoating structural unit of tho formu l a 1 or a 
mixture of tho repenting structural tmtts of thn formu l no 1 and 2 component a1) or 
mixture a2) , 84.5 to 96.5% by weight of tho ropoating structura l unit of tho formula 3 
component b) and 0.5 to 2% by weight of component c) croool i nk i ng structures 
result i ng from monomoro having at l oast two olofin i o doublo bonds . 

4. (Currently Amended) The copolymer as claimed in claim 1 , comprising 
oropolink i ng structures resu l ting from wherein the monomer of component c) is allyl 
(meth)acrylate. 



5. (Delete) 

6. (Delete) 
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/.(Previously Presented) A cosmetic preparation or a pharmaceutical preparation 
comprising the water-soluble or water-swellable crosslinked copolymer of claim 1. 

8. (New) The water-soluble or water-swellable crosslinked 
copolymer of claim 1 wherein R, R 1 and R 2 are a linear or branched alkyl or alkenyl 
group having in each case 1 to 20 carbon atoms. 

9. (New) The water-soluble or water-swellable crosslinked 
copolymer of claim 1 wherein R, R 1 and R 2 are a linear or branched alkyl or alkenyl 
group having in each case 1 to 12 carbon atoms. 

10. (New) A water-soluble or water-swellable crosslinked copolymer 
consisting essentially of 

a) 1 to 50% by weight of a repeating structural unit of the formula (1 ) 



-£ch 2 -ch]- 

(1) 




(CH 2 ) n 



where n is an integer from 2 to 9, 
b) 49.99 to 98.99% by weight of a repeating structural unit of the formula (3) 



-£ CH 2 - CR3^- (3) 



I 



NH - Z - SQ 3 X 



in which R 3 is hydrogen, methyl or ethyl, Z is C^Cg-alkylene, and X is an 
ammonium ion, and 

c) 0.01 to 8% by weight of crosslinking structures resulting from monomers 
having at least two olefinic double bonds. 
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1 1 .(New) The water-soluble or water-swellable crosslinked 

copolymer of claim 1 , wherein in component c) the monomer is selected from the 
group consisting of allyl acrylate, allyl methacrylate, allyl ethyl methacrylate, 
trimethylolpropane trimethacrylate, trimethylolpropane triacrylate, dipropylene glycol 
diallyl ether, polyglycol diallyl ether, Methylene glycol divinyl ether, hydroquinone 
diallyl ether, tetraallyloxyethane, tetraethylene glycol diacrylate, triallylamine, 
trimethylolpropane diallyl ether, methylene bisacrylamide, divinylbenzene, and 
mixtures thereof. 

12. (New) The water-soluble or water-swellable crosslinked copolymer of claim 
10, wherein in component c) the monomers are selected from the group consisting 
of allyl acrylate, allyl methacrylate, allyl ethyl methacrylate, trimethylolpropane 
trimethacrylate, trimethylolpropane triacrylate, dipropylene glycol diallyl ether, 
polyglycol diallyl ether, triethylene glycol divinyl ether, hydroquinone diallyl ether, 
tetraallyloxyethane, tetraethylene glycol diacrylate, triallylamine, trimethylolpropane 
diallyl ether, methylene bisacrylamide, divinylbenzene, and mixtures thereof. 
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